2010 Dallas Designing Dreams Young Star Program Description
About Us:

Designing Dreams, a non-profit 501(c)3 organization started as a dream, and is committed to giving youth designers the opportunity to fly, the opportunity to create, and the opportunity to experience the spark that comes from seeing their own designs take form. The program teaches youth the basics of starting an entrepreneurial venture with hands-on experience involving the creation of Art and design of uniquely, handcrafted leather fashions.

A unique component of Designing Dreams is the Young Star Program that made its Dallas debut in 2010, and is committed to providing young designers, currently ranging from 2 to 7 years of age, a fashion experience that links the design studio with real world experience. Where they have been the buyers of fashion, now they become the creators bringing their designs to market.  Youth learn what qualities are needed to succeed in the business world, while gaining new skills and abilities to enter into the marketplace.

Designing Dreams Young Star Program with an eye towards educating, stimulating and creating a new generation of Artist and fashion designers, has created a pattern for success.  Young Artist and designers are discovering their inner fashion creativity and learning more about the Art and fashion world through hands-on instruction tailor made for Kids and tweens. To make the children’s time at the South Side on Lamar fun, we would like to see a shift from traditional art classes. Children might benefit from different settings around the south side

Mission:

Our mission, simply put, is to nurture the creativity and entrepreneurial spirit of young, emerging Artist and designers and provide them with new markets and opportunities for their designs.  We feel that by doing so, we enrich the community by introducing one-of-a-kind, handmade leather products to the local marketplace, offer alternatives to the mainstream shopping experience, and connect customers with local young designers!

Goals and Objectives 

The goals and objectives of the Young Stars Program are as follows:

Goal 1: To provide youth with arts based entrepreneurial experience

Objectives

· To apprentice students to create a line that includes four products: vases, lamps, picture frames, and flower pots 

· To recruit 5 stores that will showcase and sell student’s products
Goal 2: To provide program participants with opportunities to gain leadership  skills through service
Objectives

·  To donate a portion of all proceeds to other youth organizations
·  To form partnerships with other youth organizations
· To provide program participants to mentor other youth  through workshops

Goal 3: To raise program participant’s awareness of environmental conservation
Objectives

·  To create all products from recycled materials
· To create products using environmentally friendly materials

Goal 4: To cultivate a creative sensibility in all program participants
· To provide guided art classes for all participants
· To encourage students to be creative and flexible in their creative process
· To provide a collaborative environment that inspires creativity and risk taking
